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SUB J : U.S. CITIZENS CUSTOMS DIFFICULTIES IN HUNGARY 

SUMMARY. EMBASSY HAS NOTED RECURRING PATTERN OF CUSTOMS 
DIFFICULTIES AT ENTRY BY AMCITS VISITING HUNGARY. UNAWARE OF 
HUNGARIAN ASSIGNMENT OF INLAND EVALUATION FOR CUSTOMS PRUPOSES, 
AMERICANS HAVE BEEN EITHER NOT DECLARING OR UNDERDECLARING 
INEXPENSIVE WESTERN ITEMS, ESPECIALLY POCKET CALCULATORS, BROUGHT IN 
AS GIFTS. AUTHORITES SUBSEQUENTLY CHARGE THEM WITH "SMUGGLING' 1 AND 
TAKE AWAY THEIR PASSPORTS, TYPICALLY, FOR TWO OR THREE WEEKS, 

THEN FINE THEM SEVERAL HUNDRED DOLLARS, AND PERMIT OR REQUIRE THEM TO 
LEAVE THE COUNTRY. EMBASSY REQUESTS THAT DEPARTMENT TAKE STEPS TO 
INFORM PROSPECTIVE TRAVELERS TO HUNGARY OF THIS PROBE! EM. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. THE WORD IS OUT TO AMERICANS PLANNING VISITS TO HUNGARIAN 
RELATIVES THAT POCKET ELECTRONIC CALCULATORS ARE A MOST WELCOME 
GIFT HERE. SUCH ITEMS ARE STILL EXTRAORDINARILY EXPENSIVE ON THE 
HUNGARIAN DOMESTIC MARKET. A BASIC CALCULATOR COSTING $25 IN 
THE U.S. SELLS HERE FOR 7000 - 8000 FORINTS ($350 -$400). AMERICANS 
HAVE BEEN PURCHASING TWO, THREE, AND MORE CALCULATORS TO BRING HERE 
AS GIFTS, IN THE BELIEF THAT THEY MAY IMPORT UP TO 4000 FORINTS 
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AUTHORITIES THEN ADVISE THEM IN STERN TERMS UPON ENTRY THAT THE 
4000 - FORINT LIMITATION IS ASSESSED PER HUNGARIAN INLAND 
VALUATION. THEY THEN VALUE THE THREE OR FOUR CALCULATORS AT 25,000 
- 50,000 FORINTS, AND ACCUSE THE CITIZENS OF "SMUGGLING." ALTHOUGH 
THE AMERICANS ARE NOT ACTUALLY ARRESTED, AUTHORITIES TAKE THEIR 
PASSPORTS, THEREBY RESTRICTING THEIR PERSONAL LIBERTY AT LEAST TO THE 
EXTENT THAT THEY CANNOT DEPART HUNGARY. OCCASIONALLY AUTHORITIES 
RESTRICT CITIZENS MORE CLOSELY, TO A GIVEN LOCALITY, OR TO THEIR 
HOTEL. ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSING TAKES TWO OR THREE WEEKS, THE 
AMERICAN PAYS A FINE OF TYPICALLY $250 - $500, THE "CONTRABAND" IS 
CONFISCATED, HE RECEIVES HIS PASSPORT BACK, AND DEPARTS. 

3. THE EMBASSY LEARNS OF SUCH CASES (NUMBERING ABOUT 29 OVER THE 
PAST SIX MONTHS) EITHER FROM AN ANGERED OR DISTRAUGHT AMERICAN IN 
PERSON, OR FROM THE MFA CONSULAR DIVISION. THE LATTER NOTIFICATION 
INVARIABLY COMES ONLY AFTER THE AMERICAN HAS DEPARTED HUNGARY, AND 
INEVITABLY DECLARES (A) THAT THE MFA DID NOT PREVIOUSLY 

KNOW OF THE CASE; AND (B) THAT THE AMCIT WAS NOT DEPRIVED OF HIS 
"PERSONAL LIBERTY". 

4. TWICE IN THE PAST MONTH AMCITS, ANGERED BY CUSTOMS 
HASSLES, HAVE TOLD CONSULAR OFFICER THEY WOULD PUBLICIZE 
IN THE U.S. PRESS THEIR UNACCEPTABLE TREATMENT BY HUNGARIAN 
OFFICIALDOM. CITIZENS REPEATEDLY EXPRESS PARTICULAR 
PIQUE AT THE "INLAND EVALUATION" TECHNICALITY OF WHICH 
THEY HAD NO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE (AND WHICH CURRENT HUNGARIAN 
TOURIST LITERATURE DOES NOT MAKE CLEAR), ALLEGED LACK 

OF OPPORTUNITY TO DECLARE TO CUSTOMS WHAT ITEMS THEY 
HAVE WITH THEM, AND, ESPECIALLY, RUDE AND ARROGANT 
TREATMENT BY THE AUTHORITIES. EX-1956 REFUGEES PARTICULARLY 
WAX INDIGNANT OVER LAST POINT. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: 

(A) DEPARTMENT PLEASE TAKE STEPS TO INFORM PROSPECTIVE 
TRAVELERS TO HUNGARY OF THIS SITUATION SO THAT THEY ARE 
AWARE OF THE PROBLEM BEFORE ENTERING THE COUNTRY. 

DEPARTMENT SHOULD ATTEMPT TO ALERT TRAVELERS TO THE 
"INLAND EVALUATION" TECHNICALITY, AND SHOULD ADVISE 
PROSPECTIVE TRAVELERS, WHEN OBTAINING THEIR VISAS, TO 
INSIST ON CUSTOMS CLARIFICATION FROM HUNGARIAN EMBASSY 
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OR CONSULATE ON ITEMS THEY INTEND TO BRING INTO THE 
COUNTRY. 

(B) IN ORDER TO BUTTRESS REPRESENTATIONS WE HAVE MADE 

TO MFA, AND TO HUNGARIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR TOURISM HERE IN 
BUDAPEST EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT DEPARTMENT URGE HUNGARIAN 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON AND HUNGARIAN CONSULATE IN NEW YORK TO 
PROVIDE CLEAR CUSTOMS INFORMATION AT TIME HUNGARIAN 
VISA IS ISSUED. INFORMATION SHOULD INCLUDE A LIST OF 
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SUCH REPRESENTATIVE INALDN VALUES AS POCKET CALCULATORS, 

PORTABLE RADIOS, PORTABLE CASSETTE RECORDERS, QUARTZ 
AND DIGITAL CLOCKS AND WATCHES, AS WELL AS BASIC COSMETIC 
ITEMS SUCH AS LIPSTICKS AND MAKEUP MATERIALS. ALL 
THESE ITEMS ARE NOW, OR SOON WILL BE, IN DEMAND HERE AS 
GIFTS. EMBASSY HAS ALREADY URGED MFA TO DIRECT HUNGARIAN 
EMBASSY WASHINGTON AND HUNGARIAN CONSULATE NEW YORK TO 
PROVIDE SUCH INFORMATION. MFA HAS AGREED VERBALLY TO DO 
SO BUT, IF IT HAS, WE ARE NOT SEEING THE RESULTS WE SEEK. 

EMBASSY THEREFORE, ON OCTOBER 29 PRESENTED MEMORANDUM TO MFA FULLY 

AND FORMALLY REQUESTING THAT GOH ADVISE TRAVELERS OF 

APPLICABLE CUSTOMS REGULATIONS BEFORE, RPT, BEFORE THEY 

SET FOOT ON HUNGARIAN SOIL. PARALLEL SUPPORTING REPRESENTATIONS 

TO AMBASSADOR ESZTERGALYOS BY DEPARTMENT WILL BE OF ENORMOUS 

ASSISTANCE TO AMCITS, TO USG, AND TO GOH AS WELL. PLEASE ADVISE. 

MCAULIFFE 
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